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gardingreligion,specific and narrow, and universal
and fundamental. The beast epic in relation to
man, the law of kindness towards our elder and
humbler brothers, these are so much in the
thoughtful spectator's mind, that as the animal
walks off the stage with Androcles, and the un-
thinking have their laugh, the meditative minor-
ity to be found even in an American theatre may
find itself not far from the civilized tear. To hu-
manize frigid historical material is in itself an
achievement the value of which remains after the
laughter dies.

The statement hereinbefore made that the tell-
ing of the story varies with the manner of story
it is, technic being thus plastic to the shifting
demand, has been illustrated in my treatment of
"The DeviPs Disciple,55 as well as in other in-
stances.

The point is, that the intention to halt what is
called " action55 on the stage for the sake of
discussion, and thus to violate dramatic conven-
tions, is a very different thing from ignorantly
writing undramatic scenes. We may properly
enough debate whether Bernard Shaw be not un-
dramatic in certain plays or parts of plays; it

aw aroused by the trick lion,
